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WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGTILAR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINI,'S MASONIC TEMPLE eaO8ra S. 22fst. (Take Midway exit # 14g uest
of f  r - ) . .go to f i rst  stop l ight  west of  paci f ic  Hkrry.  s. . . turn r ight . )

Thursday, November Zoth,  1997..723o t i l r  1o:oo p.m. (Doors open about
5:JO p.m. )

Short
Show &
table
of the
meet i : includine Dave Studebakers

business rneet ing. .auct ion (one i tem per member prease). .door pr ize. .
?e11..member trade and serl  tables ( free to mernbers, prease cover

during business meeting).  Program: vi l r  be reports,  comrnentsrtares
hunt concerning strows that have taken prace since our september

his t Eastnan H

SHOW COMMITTEE IS OIT AND RUNNING:

The Show Commit tee for P.S.P.C.S.fs 18th show..Apr i l  Z1bht t998..had i ts f i rst
meeting on November 5th. Ihere tdere no major changes. fables wiI I  st i l t  be $J5.OO
each with a l imit  of  three. Mike Immel is chairrnan this year. .Marvin Olsen is in
charge of advertizing..Dgn lempgl and Don I'riend will be in ctrarge offilfay6..egg;
SiYertgg{t viIl again handle registration..Darsll_}t_grneek is in charge of organlrf
and rnailing post cards to past buyers..Drvffi6Eer i-s in charge of door prizes..
Bay K-ir l in is doing show buttons..Bi l t  Adams anA larreg wi} l  put out s igns..Mike
CaImeI and Ed Fry will- be in charge of tickets..BiU Kimber rril l secure our show guards.
. .99ne Redf?tp wi l l  be in charge of parking..Don ancl Dick Boress wi1l  organize the
friday night hospitality roon..Dick_Fgrgss and-Gene ori-ff-EuiflTirov pacxets and Dick
is Cornmit tee secretary. Of course Shir ley pays t t re bi l ls and Dave works rr i th the Fair
people. Marve will qEain sweet talk the fire marshal.

Remember, if you are a PSPCS club
table order form vith your January
before that t ime.

Mike Imrnel hopes to make this our best shou yet !

yill- receive your show brochure and
fhere is no poi.nt  in try ing to get tables

When he asks for volunteers to take
Putting on our show is hard work

member you
BeIlorrs.

t ickets or pass
and we can use

YOU WANT BULBS?

out f lyers please give us a hand.
al l -  the help we can get!

I  GIVE YOU BULBST:

one of our local Puget Sound members has lots of old and nerr bul-bs for projectors etc.
that he would just love to sel l  at  very discounted rates. I f  you are interested
call l,iarvin Nauman at (251) 265-5800 during the day, e>l) 265-G8oz evenings J to g pm.

?hanks to the ^Arizona Photographic Col leetors for:  (Answer at end of news 1etter,  Ed.)

This Month's Mystery Question :

What is the narne of the small Japanese Paper rrYenrf box cameras rnade in the I93Ot s?

I .



' 'BACKSIDE INFORMATION' *

p.S.p.C.S. 
' INC. 

rs September tSt t r  meet ing came to order at  7t3O p.m. Ehere were

58 members and one grest present. }laxine Na*el was acting secretary' The

minutes of the June meeting were read'  one correct ion !{as made..r fJrt  s isters

should be ' fBig Sisters Bingo Ha11'r .

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Dres for 1998 should be sent direct l -y to Shir ley Sparroy.(address at the bottom of,

;;i; ;;")'urr"" are sti1l only ten atuars. tlo cffi mernuere seemed to have attendeil

the Columbia Gorge Shov this past summer. Bill Kimber said he heard it nas not

heavily attendedl Mike Cgmstlch reported on ttre tqational Steoscopic Show held in

Bellevue on JuIy 5th ancl 6th.. Mihe- reported a good turn out fron across the united

States with lots of frhor* tofr talks an interesting auction and a good show day with

excel lent sales reported. fhe next nat ional shou wi l l  be on the east coast '

fhe report on the Chuck Richlen shou by several members stated that it was very hot

that clay and not yery many customers clme through the door. It uas more or less of

" 
tt3unlit show and vas not very well organized on Saturday morning' I{owevert some

rett tris second day Poatland show had been uorth the trip.

Bob Kell-y reported on the club internet home page. there have been 15O+ visits so

f,ar. ?he tempora{ 
"Jdt""u 

is: http:/lwww.geocities.com/EurekalParkl3740l come have a

Iook. Bob is asting for articles or announcements from members to post' No items

nay be put up for sale on the club page. BilI Adams- conmented--on the contents of his

web page and suggested his could be llnked to tfr-cfub web page' Some nenbers

were in favor of this,  others were not.  Because of the diversi ty of opinion Bi l l

Adams was asked to 100k into the matter with whomever felt as he did and report

back to the membership at the November meeting'

NE"!I'BUSINESS:

Volunteers were taken for the 1998 Show Committee (see story on page one')

Announcements of up coming show were made. I t  was decided to set up Fr iday evening

for the clubrs interclub swap m--et and to spend $5O.OO advert is ing the show'

AUCTION. .SHOW & IELL. .DOO.! l'BI-!Eq:

Eleven i tems were auct ioned off  for a total  of  $25O'OO' One i tem did not seII '

Ei6ht members brought some nost interesting surnmer treasure finds to share'

Three members were the lucky winners of door prizes'

lleeting ailJourned to selling and swapping at 9:25 p'm'

* *  *  *  *  r  + + *  *  *  *  *  **  * ' l  *  *  + + *  *  t  + *  : i  * ' l  I  *  *+ *  * t*  + :* t t '

ffte BELLOWS Newsletter is published 10

Information for The Bellows should be sent to:

(253\ 564-4046.

€N@rcNe>r @r@r
by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc

1413 Weathervane Dr., Tacoma, WA98466-5'7]r2

P.O. Box 70, Ronald, WA 98940

times per year
Bil l Kimber

Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Tleasufer Shirley Sparrow

(5Og) 649-2477. P.S.P.c.s. members receive first notif ication of our spring shorv'

PRESIDENT: DAVE STUDEBAKER, (2s3) 582-4878

6€Dr€N€'r



The follouing article
graphic Collectors of
here with much thanks.

is taken from
llouston and is

Ed.

1942
I4/hile war raged all around Switzerland, Pignons pro-

dttcetl u Jirst leries oJ ALPA Reflt'r cumerus Alrhough,the

uorld hitl too man.v problems to tuke much ntttice 4 lhesc

premieres, a fev' ol-the nev' camerus neverlheless ntade il

u.s lar as the USA

1944
In that year the Spring exhibition al Basle',the Musler-

.lLPA Refle-r

^rrrr, 
ui long lost introduced the ALPA Reflex ut

o wiier public h cun rightlt'be regrtrded

a-t lhe \tear tt vvhich .4|'PA cntared the

exclusive u'orld ol top-ol-the-rungc

cameras,

r95 |
Pignons, resp ALPA' has n.aver produced

its oin lenses, pre/erring to bu-t' then .lront

the nttts! reputuble ntunufut'lurers in Europe und

luter in Japurt. too Fron 195I ontt'artls' the 
-50 

n:n lens

MADE tN SI+ITZERLAND oJ Kern Aarau ptu-t'ed a spe-

cial  rc le.  The I  ;1,8 Switar introduced that ) 'etr  w'us re-

plucetl afrer 1958 bv the l4acro-Svitar which in 1968u'us

giventredueedJurge;l;0PoL!;J.g -

r952
Thut reur sut ' lha pre\c i l lu l lot t  r t l  l l te set t t t tL l  .1Ll ' '1-gt 'n-

erai ion,  designed ht 'Andr i  Cornul  und shott ing mujctr

technical  udvance in plate of  the.shett-s leel  t t tnslrucl i t t t t

u nev' t l ie-cas!  u l lo l 'bodl 'u 'as introduced as wel l  as lhe

.4LPA bavonet lens mounttng The neu' bod.l v'as erlru-

ordinarill: robust and of remarkable, purelv funcltonol,
Deautv.

::: 1959
Wth the b-models the n'pical ALPA

Jilm advance lever mudc its Jirst
appearance It had to be oPerated

front-to-back rather than in lhe more
common ba c' k- t o-fro n I mode

1964
I4tith the model 9tl ALPA ac'hieved u tech-

nical moster stroke one of the earliest cume-

Iops ond flops -
a ihort hisldry of AIPA

(  Ltnteru\

ras v'ith a TTL (through-the-len.s) exposure melel

3.

Photogrnomia the official journal of Photo-
used

t966
The rhird ALPA-generution uppeuretl thc' nolel nunt-
bered l0 v'ith a redesignecl upper bod.t. At rhe end of thc
1960s and the earlv 1970s, Pignons pniluc,ed arountl 200
ALPA canteras per month This u,a.s u huge nuntber.lbr a
c'umera that w,as manuJitctured nrunuully by skilled crufts-
tnen but is, of course, onl.v the output ofa fbu'ntinutes on
un eutontatcd ('antera production line

The 80s
The model llsi marked the technological apex as well as
the end-point of the ALPA 24x36 mm SLR development
The production of ALPA llsi cameras lell throughout
the 1980s to reach a low of 4 to 5 per month. Alarm bells
started ringing in earnest at every supplier with an out'
standing accaunt at Pignons when on July l4th i,989 the
company sold the building in which the ALPA cameras had
been made for so long.

r990
On August _14t4 !99q, bankruptcy proc.eed'
ings were instituted against Pignons SA

llre feel that the reasons behind the decline and fall of
ALPA s original owners are primarily the following:

L Lack of interest in the product and lack of personal
engagement by the decision-makers of the firm.

2. The company did not concentrale on its core business
but split itself up into too many other activities. Its core
business was the design and manufacure of high'quality'
hand-crafted cameras for a small but demanding circle of
connsisseurs and enthusiasts. In other words: ALPA.
3. TheALPA camems produced in the 1980s did not match
the spirit of the decade. Today, on the other hand, we are
wirnessing a veritabie renaissance of classical ntechanics
at the highest level of quality. Some sensitive photogra-
phers are beginning to realize that the enioyment oftheir
art-which is what it should all be about, really-gets bu'
ried under an avalanche of ever more automated gizmos,
6aiFsofi lAshiii'tigfu t-nulnfiinctiornf fililtonifi ieanV
aft, information displays so complex that heavy tomes of

at Ballaigues. How and why did one of
the world's most distinguished cameras
reach such a low point?

Remark I : It is easy to be wise after the
event.

Remark 2: Similar comments to those
we are about to make below may be
madi about a number ofother well-known camera manu-
facturers.

instruction manuals are not enough to explain it
all, with the whole show run by current-
gtzzling, battery-killing and often

farfrom quiet electric motors.
Moreover, the marvels of mbdern
electronics have a disagreeable
knackfor breaking down under less
than ideal environmental conditions.

1990-96
Why did the simple banbuptcy case of Pignons take
six years to reach a conclusion? Well'idormed sources
do not lay the blame entirely on the ove,ryorked olJicial
receiver's ofice. Instead, they hint at the peculiar social,
economic, political and even religious complexities in this
rather remole corner of French-speaking Switzerland.

r996
On February 29th 1996 we (Capaul & Weben Ziirich/
Switzerland) purchased the world-wide rights to the brand
nameALPAfrom the bankrupt Pignons SA.



lhc folloving le an edl.ted article sent on the Lnternet and eent aLong by Bob Kelly.

f t tanfE to author Rose Alf ,ordr &1. http:  / / r+ww. jcu.edu. au/dept/zoologv/staf f /al ford.htm

lhig te a deecription of, a vlsit to HeLbourne, Auotrallia for the October 199?
APCS canera 6hor.

lhie sbsY le hcldl tvLce a year and nost lnople eeem to think it is the best ehov in
the country. ?he shov had about lOO tablee, and attracts collectors,/dealera from
all over the countly, plus a fev fron overeeaer Unlite 6ome North Arnerican
shove lrve been to, the haII is large enough to accoraodate all the tables rrith
enough room for the nllltng crovd to navigate about yithout forming too rnuch crush.

I can sumtarl.ee my purchases by saying that I did find nice Ltenrs at vhat f thought
Yere Yer1r good pricce. Lote of foldling rollfi lm caneras were available, and a fair
scattering of, !I,Rs. fhere vao also a reasonable amount of Contax and Leica type
gear along rith Russian cogies. After nry recent trip to Prague the Ruseian gear
looted dovnright expeneive, so I didnrt buy any.

lhere vas a fair anount of more modern usable J5mm and 12O SLR items.Prices varied
aII over the map. One dealer va6 obviouely desperate to get rid of independent brand
|2am eerermount lenses..he had a whole box of them, many in qulte nice condition, for
$t.oo each. (Australlian)

Changion overprice of the show vas an Ensign Self,ix 82O folaer with standard Ross
Xpreo lens priced at $JOO.OO US. I nearly chohed. I think this hae to beat the
recent $9OO Super fKonta as the laugh of the year.

Here is a list of some of the iterns I pucrhasedl at the shov. A11 priceo

Bal-da super Baldax 6 x 6 fo]der wi th cRF, Radionar 2.9/ga inProntor.  Shutter was a bi t  st icky and tens with a bi t  of
fungus, but creaned up nicely and now exc++ and ful ly
funct ional .  $ Af

Voigt lander Bessa r  wi th ro5/3.5 cor-or skopar in compur Rapid.
exc* condition with a few rub marks on chrtme, ful1y functionar_
and c. l -ear lens.  S 44

Voigt lander Bessa I I  wi th 1,05/3.5 Col-or Skopar in Synchro
Compur.  exc* condi t ion wi th a few rub marks on chrome, fu1ly
funct lonal-  wi th c l -ear 1ens, accurate and al i -gned CRF. $ 204

Mamiya 6 fo lder,  MIOJ, wi th 80/3.5 coated Zuiko.  RF is a bj- t
off, lens turns out to have fungus damag.e to front of rear
group, efse exc.  or  exc- cosmet ic condi t ion.  $ 52

Petr j -  Semi,  4.5 X 6,  made in 1948 but not marked MIOJ, uncoupled
RF, pop-up VF, cute camera, exc or exc+ condi t ion,  fu l ly
funct ional- .  S 81

ar US.

Zei-ss lkon Bob s!o/2,  ros/ , .7 Nettar Anast igmat in unnamed T, Bl25, 75 everset shutter.  exc condi t ion,  everything works It r im paint  mi_ssing only in smalL patches on ih.  back.  $ 11

Nippon Koken camera works Nikkenf lex TLR. Doesn,t  seem to be inMcKeownrs.  exc* condi t ion,  a l l_ working and no ma,or marksexcept one very sma]- l -  dent in lower r ight  corner of  back.Lenses both Nikken Lichter 7s/3.5,  coaf.ed, shutter TSK B, 1-200with synch. $ 30

Schneider/Linhof Angulon 65/6.8 in Synchro Compur on Linhof
l -ensboard.  Lens perfect ,  shutter was jammed but I  have since
cleaned and unjarmned i t .  $ gS

Ancper to rhts r;;;; ;;; ilffi 
'"* ** * ** .. ..'* +* +

Believe it or not the real name is rrCamera.rr

single 3 x 5 cm sheet f i lm in paper holders.
It had a grouncl glass back and used

The camera came in blck or other colors'

4.


